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Matt vandenBerg

A Message from Dr. v

Ohio Wesleyan University is a powerful engine of social mobility, educational opportunity, economic growth, and cultural vitality. Our vast network of OWU alumni is making the world a better place through their leadership and contributions in every field, including business and finance, science and technology, medicine, law, education, the arts, public service, and so much more.

This family of active and engaged Ohio Wesleyan graduates grows each year, nurtured by a team of faculty, staff, and administrators passionately committed to and focused on student success and an academic program grounded in the breadth of the liberal arts and depth of hands-on experience.

This is a welcoming and incredibly supportive campus, with our efforts underpinned by the guidance and support of a distinguished Board of Trustees and loyal alumni.

Together, in the months and years ahead, we will build mightily on OWU's rich history and pursue unprecedented heights with confidence, boldness, innovation, joy, vigor, and good humor. Now and forever, my mission and passion are to partner with OWU faculty, staff, students, parents, families, and alumni to help Ohio Wesleyan grow, expand its reach, and make itself more distinctive and more esteemed in a crowded higher education landscape.

Matt vandenBerg
President

The "What Matters" Listening Tour

[image: ]During his first several months as president, Matt vandenBerg has been immersing himself in the OWU culture. 

He's completed research with students, joined them at Camp Oh-Wooo, practiced with sports teams and the marching band, worked alongside staff across the university, met with faculty, explored the community with Delaware and Columbus officials, and had meaningful conversations with alumni across the country.

His goal: Learn what matters to you.

What do you love about OWU? What can we do better? And how can we all work together to make this university the best it can be for students, the community, and the world? That's what matters.

	




	
				
			
				What Matters Tour

								See what President Matt vandenBerg has learned while meeting, working alongside, and discussing what matters with students, faculty, staff, alumni, and community leaders.
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					With Prof. Dustin Reichard's zoology class at Kraus Nature Preserve.

					
						
							
							
							
							
							
							[image: ]
						
						
							

														With Prof. Dustin Reichard's zoology class at Kraus Nature Preserve.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					Matt is the test subject with Professor Kira Bailey's team, from left, Bailey, Audrey Propp '25, and Matt Rease '24.
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														Matt is the test subject with Professor Kira Bailey's team, from left, Bailey, Audrey Propp '25, and Matt Rease '24.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					Matt meets Jim Mendenhall '73 while walking in Delaware.
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														Matt meets Jim Mendenhall '73 while walking in Delaware.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					Matt takes a selfie while working with Professor Chris Wolverton's SSRP team, from left, Chandler Carr '24, Chloe Sullivan '24, Maddie Coleman '24, Wolverton, and Jasmyn Zimmerman '24.
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														Matt takes a selfie while working with Professor Chris Wolverton's SSRP team, from left, Chandler Carr '24, Chloe Sullivan '24, Maddie Coleman '24, Wolverton, and Jasmyn Zimmerman '24.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					The vandenBerg family at First Friday, August 4.
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					Mock interviews with the Career Connection office.
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														Mock interviews with the Career Connection office.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					Matt talks with members of the Class of '24 at the Senior Toast.
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														Matt talks with members of the Class of '24 at the Senior Toast.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					Matt talks with members of the Class of '24 at the Senior Toast.
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														Matt talks with members of the Class of '24 at the Senior Toast.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					Matt meets with the staff of Main Street Delaware, Program Director Caroline Pusateri (left) and Executive Director Courtney Hendershot.
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														Matt meets with the staff of Main Street Delaware, Program Director Caroline Pusateri (left) and Executive Director Courtney Hendershot.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					Matt talks with members of the Class of '24 at the Senior Toast.
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														Matt talks with members of the Class of '24 at the Senior Toast.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					Matt is the test subject with Professor Kira Bailey's cognitive function research team, which includes Audrey Propp '25 and Matt Rease '24.
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														Matt is the test subject with Professor Kira Bailey's cognitive function research team, which includes Audrey Propp '25 and Matt Rease '24.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					Matt talks with students working in Professor Chris Wolverton's lab to explore protocols for genetic studies conducted in space and learn more about how plants respond to gravity.
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														Matt talks with students working in Professor Chris Wolverton's lab to explore protocols for genetic studies conducted in space and learn more about how plants respond to gravity.

													

					
				

			

						
				
					Serving and listening at a pop-up ice cream social.
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